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FRIEDRICH LIST 
- THE FATHER OF GERMAN RAILROADS - 
HIS RESIDENCE IN DAUPHIN AND SCHUYLKILL COUNTIES 
PENNSYLVANIA 


By R. W. Brown, LL.D. 


Our story concerns a German political refugee who first made Harrisburg his 
pois in the New World. Failures right here set him on a course to world-wide 

ame. 

Today wherever political economy is taught, Friedrich List is regarded as 
one of the greatest in that field. 

His theories of internal and international trade became embodied in Fed- 
eral legislation which established our American protective tariff system; his 
theories of political economy and nationalism became realities in the foundation 
of the German Empire. 

Few men ever lived who combined theory with practice as did Friedrich 
List. Recognized today throughout the world as a profound scholar, in Germany 
he is even better known as the Father of German Railroads.? In the public squares 
of many German cities, huge statues have been erected as a tribute to the man 
who really began the industrial revolution in his native land. 

This man was a naturalized American citizen. He swore allegiance while a 
resident of Harrisburg and here he started on his way. 

Stranger than fiction, List learned all he knew about practical railroading in 
Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania. There he was responsible for building the old- 
est important portion of the railroad I now have the honor to head. Some of 
List's German biographers contend his interest in railroads orginated when he 
was an exile in England during the year 1823 and claim is made that he witnessed 
performances of George Stephenson’s early engines. 

We shall discuss Friedrich List, not so much as an economist, but as a resi- 
dent of Schuylkill and Dauphin counties and as a railroader. 

Our story really begins on June 10, 1825. On that day Friedrich List, ac- 
companied by his wife, Karoline, three daughters and a step-son, landed in New 
York after spending 45 days sailing from France.® He headed for Philadelphia, 
a two-day trip, and there at the old Mansion house on Third Street above Spruce, 
met General Lafayette. 

List, then was 36 years old. He had been banished twice from Wurttenberg 
for giving radical lectures at the University of Tubingen. These lectures aroused 
the public authorities because List preached the unification of the German states, 
the doing away with internal customs, the extension of roads and canals, the pro- 
motion of commerce, patent protection, unified industrial laws, and such an un- 
heard of thing as an industrial exhibit.® 


) Margaret E. Hirst, Life of Friedrich List, London, 1909, 109-134. 

) John F. Bell, Friedrich List, Champion of Industrial Capitalism, The Pennsylvania Magazine of History 
and Biography, January, 1942, 80-81. 

) Oath of allegiance September 2, 1825. Final decree of citizenship became effective October 27, 1830. 

) Little Schuylkill Navigation, Railroad and Coal Company chartered April 23, 1829. 

) Bell, Friedrich List, Champion of Industrial Capitalism, 60. 

) Hirst, Life of Friedrich List, 1-28. List was born at Rentlingen, Wurttenberg, August 6, 1789. 
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When first banished from Wurttenberg, List fled to Paris and in 1823 formed a 
close friendship with General Lafayette. It seems a very far cry from a meeting 
of a young German professor and General Lafayette in Paris to the building of the 
Reading Railroad and, indeed, the building of the first railroad which reached 
Harrisburg, but this must be told later in our story. 

Encouraged by Lafayette, Friedrich List returned to Wurttenberg hopeful 
that some of his suggested reforms might be tried. This time the authorities 
really got rough and threw him into prison, where he remained for nearly a year. 
He again was banished and ultimately compelled to flee the continent of Europe. 
He sought refuge in England. In London List wrote to Lafayette, who then was 
touring the United States. Lafayette suggested that he sail for America.’ That 
was the reason for the trip to Philadelphia. So much for the background of this 
young professor of 36 years. 

List accompanied General Lafayette on his triumphant tour through several 
of the Eastern states. He could not speak a word of English but was proficient in 
French and, therefore, conversed readily with the most important personages of 
the time. You will recall that nearly all of the early political figures of our country 
spoke French fluently. It is recorded that List met John Adams, Madison, Jeft- 
erson, Monroe, John Quincy Adams, Henry Clay, Daniel Webster, Harrison, And- 
rew Jackson, John Marshall and Ralph Waldo Emerson.® The most important 
person, as far as we are concerned, with whom he became acquainted, was 
Stephen Girard. 

Lafayette, List and Girard frequently discussed economic and political sub- 
jects, particularly dwelling upon the necessity of opening trade routes to the 
West and the development of the natural resources of the country. Thus, List 
and Girard became great friends. 

Lafayette returned to France but List decided to remain in America. The 
small income he enjoyed from relatives in Wurttenberg would not be sufficient 
to support a family of six, so he set about looking for a home and a means of 
livelihood. 

List desired to settle near a German-speaking community. He, therefore 
made a trip (September, 1825) to Western Pennsylvania, passing through Pitts- 
burgh on his way to the former settlement of George Rapp at Harmony, 24 miles 
northwest of Pittsburgh. George Rapp was a Wurttenberger whose community 
had a religious bias, probably not appreciated by List. He remarked, however, at a 
later date in his diary, that, “the Vesper bell rings there as in my Swabian home.” 
Yet he did not settle there. He also visited the later Rappite community at 
Economy, in Beaver county, but decided to return to the Philadelphia area.*® 

Why Friedrich List finally decided to purchase a farm near the little city of 
Harrisburg probably never will be known. The fact remains, however, that after 
visiting many sections of Pennsylvania, early in November, 1825, he bought 12 
acres and 94 perches of land in Susquehanna Township overlooking this city.14 List 
paid $1,050 for the farm. We have a copy of a glowing letter List wrote to his 
wife, dated November 5, 1825, in which he describes the house with its meadow 
and speaks of the glorious view of the city. I quote, in part from this letter: 

“You see that we have enough room. Seven rooms in all, without the kitchen. 
They all have wooden floors and plaster walls. There is an arrangement for ovens 
in each room. The house and balconies are painted silver. The street is lively 


(7) Lafayette to List, Richmond, Virginia, January 22, 1825. 

(8) Bell, Friedrich List, Champion of Industrial Capitalism, 60. 

(9) German-American Review, Carl Schurz Memorial Foundation Inc., February, 1940, Volume 4, 33-34. 
Bell, Friedrich List, Champion of Industrial Capitalism, 60. 

10) Bell, Friedrich List, Champion of Industrial Capitalism, 61. 

11) Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, Deed Book A, page 526, recorded August 3, 1827. 
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and the place is laid out excellently for establishing starch work, distilleries, etc. 
The garden has not been laid out as yet. But the soil and location are excellent; 
in short, it is a place where we can live in comfort and which we can transform 
into a paradise. 

“Everyone who heard of my purchase wished me luck: 1)Because the place is 
so cheap. 2)Because it will be easy to make money on it. 3)Because in a few years 
I will be able to develop the place so that it will be worth three times as much as I 
paid for it. 

“And now cheer up, dear folks, we have a home. I hope that you like it. I’m 
already living with servant and horse in our home, and today I already hoed and 
dug to make the hill even. 

“We are making the loveliest two-acre vineyard next to the house. There is 
plenty of work here, and we'll need by next month two day laborers, in order to 
straighten up our new Eden.”!2 

The farm house occupied the approximate site of the dwelling of the late Dr. 
J. H. Macfarland, known as “Breeze Hill” at 2101 Bellevue Road. The present 
house was build about 1875 after the one occupied by List and his family had 
been demolished. On the land owned by List many beautiful homes have been 
built. The property roughly extended from Market and 2lst Streets eastwards 
through Hillside, Vineyard, Pentwater, Bellevue, Briar Cliff and Valley Roads. 
Some of the fields laid between the house and the city. I am indebted to Dr. S. 
K. Stevens, State Historian, Mrs. Mary K. Sturges, of his staff, Mr. Robert T. Fox, 
Sr., a member of this Society, and members of my staff for locating records of pur- 
chase and sale of the List farm and in establishing the old boundaries. Relatives 
of Mr. Fox purchased the property from List and about 40 years later sold it to 
Dr. Macfarland. 

List knew absolutely nothing about farming and his venture was a dismal fail- 
ure. He spent a thousand dollars to construct a distillery but this, too, did not 
flourish. In April of 1826, he wrote a long letter to Stephen Girard lamenting his 
misfortunes and asking whether a loan could be negotiated within a year or two, 
should the farm venture not take a turn for the better.12_ We shall see later what 
Stephen Girard did for him. 

While List is regarded as one the world’s greatest political economists, how he 
figured that a family of six could gain a livelihood on a 12-acre farm is beyond me. 
In a later day his distillery might have paid, but not in the year 1826. 

List's income from Germany fast disappeared in the losing Harrisburg ven- 
ture. He tried to sell the farm but to no avail. Thoroughly disheartened, in the 
late summer of 1826, he went to Reading and obtained a job on the Reading 
Adler'*—today we call that newspaper the Reading Eagle. 

One could moralize extensively about List’s misfortunes as a farmer. The 
months he spent in Harrisburg, however, were not lost because here he learned to 
speak the English language, took out his citizenship papers and became greatly 
interested in the new movement to establish canals and improved highways. 

How wrong he was about the Harrisburg farm further is reflected in the 
fact that in 1834 he sold the property for $1,000 or $50 less than he paid for it, 
not including the expense of $1,000 for the distillery. His net loss, plus taxes, 
was $1,050.15 

We shall leave the Harrisburg episode in List’s life by reminding you that, 
had his venture been a success, we might only have a record of another wealthy 
Dauphin County farmer. 

) Excerpts from this letter appeared in The Reading Eagle, December 24, 1916. 
) List to Girard, original in Girard College Library, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
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4) German-American Review, September, 1938, Volume hy alate 

5) Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, Deed Book G, Volume 2, page 294, 
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In 1826, The Reading Eagle was published in the German language and in 
Reading, Pennsylvania, Friedrich List found the real outlet for his talents. He 
soon became editor of the paper! and began writing a series of articles advocating 
protective tariff. These articles attracted the attention of C. Jared Ingersoll, the 
guiding spirit of the Pennsylvania Society for the Encouragement of Manufact- 
ures and Mechanic Arts, and Matthew Carey, a Philadelphia publisher of note.** 

List soon was employed by these men to write a series of pamphlets and with- 
in an incredibly short time, his name was known along the Atlantic Seaboard. 
He was hailed as a hero in the New England states but despised by the Southern- 
ers who wanted free trade. The really outstanding event of the decade 1820-30 in 
the national tariff controversy was the Harrisburg Convention sponsored by the 
leaders of the so-called American System. This convention began July 30, 1827, 
and was in session for five days?8; 95 delegates attended, representing 14 states. 

List returned to Harrisburg as the guiding spirit of the convention and so 
important was he in the protective movement that the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives met jointly to hear him speak. 

I wish time permitted me to amplify List’s importance in the tariff controversy 
which almost disrupted the Union, and how he became the confident and advisor 
of Henry Clay and Daniel Webster, but our story must turn to the railroads. 

A year before List moved to Reading, the Schuylkill Canal had been opened 
from Port Carbon to Philadelphia.1® The coal boom was on! The town of Potts- 
ville sprang into being almost overnight and land speculation in the lower Anthra- 
cite field was enormous. Tens of thousands of persons moved into the coal region 
believing they could dig Anthracite from the hills and make fortunes—most of 
them lost their savings.?° 

Friedrich List decided to visit the Anthracite region and one day, accom- 
panied by Dr. Isaac Hiester,** a Reading friend, they went on horseback to the 
Pottsville area. List had studied geology in Wurttenberg and he thoroughly 
examined exposed coal seams and even went down the shafts. He told Dr. 
Hiester that in his opinion Anthracite could be found farther north than Potts- 
ville as the pitch of the coal veins indicated that direction. 

On subsequent horseback trips along the Little Schuylkill River, List and 
Hiester found a large outcropping of coal at a site now occupied by the town of 
Tamaqua. They covered the coal with soil and leaves to prevent trappers from 
detecting their secret and then hastened back to Reading.” 

Within a short time Hiester and List obtained options on several thousand 
acres of land and their friends followed the same course. Further exploration in- 
dicated there were tremendous deposits of coal in the Mahanoy Valley. 

It was imperative that some means of transportation be found to carry this 
coal to market. Twenty-two miles of hills and a rock-filled river separated the 
List-Hiester properties from Port Clinton, the nearest point where the Schuylkill 
Canal could be reached. List advocated a railway. 

On February 20, 1826, a charter had been anit to the Schuylkill East 
Branch Navigation Company to construct a canal along the Little Schuylkill. The 
promoters of the scheme could not raise money and the venture failed. List seized 
upon this early charter and on the 23rd of April, 1829, an amended charter was 
granted in the name of Hiester, List, George D. B. Keim, Henry A. Muhlenberg, 


(16) German-American Review, September, 1988, Volume 5, 12. 

(17) Hirst, Life of Friedrich List, 41. 

(18) ibid., 48 

(19) May 20, 1825. ; 

(20) Eli Bowen, Pictorial Sketch Book of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 1854, 105-107. 

(21) (1785-1855) Hiester family records in possession of Berks County Historical Society, Reading, Pennsyl- 


vanila. 
(22) German-American Review, September 1938, Volume 5, 12. 
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Matthias S. Richards and John McKnight, all of Berks County, and Robert A. 
Parrish of Philadelphia.2? The new organization was known as the Little Schuylkill 
Navigation, Railroad and Coal Company. That corporation exists to this day, one 


of the oldest in the nation. It has been under lease to the Reading Railroad 
since 1863. 


Prior to 1829, a twenty-two mile railway never had been built in the State 
of Pennsylvania or, as a matter of fact, in the United States. Back in 1809 
Thomas Leiper built the first so-called railway in Pennsylvania on which carts 
were hauled from a quarry in Delaware County to Crum Creek—this line was 
three-quarters of a mile in length. Between 1816 and 1818, two more railways 
were built in the coal fields, neither one of which extended as much as a mile.** 
In 1827 the Mauch Chunk Switch-Back was opened for a distance of nine miles.”° 
Then in 1828 came Abraham Pott’s Railway at Port Carbon—about a mile in 
length;2¢ then the Mill Creek and Mine Hill in 1829—4 miles long.2* And now, 
List and Hiester came forward with their grand idea to build the longest railroad 
in Pennsylvania! 


But who would supply the cash to build the road? List immediately thought 
of his friend Stephen Girard and in June, 1829, laid before the Philadelphia 
banker-merchant plans for the project.28 Things came to a head in August when 
List and Hiester pledged their coal lands as security for a $100,000 loan. Girard 
wrote a series of letters asking for details, resulting in a promise that he would 
advance funds to build the line.”° 


Assured of financial support, the next problem was to find the man to build 
the railway. List himself set to work laying out the town of Tamaqua.*° I am 
sorry to say that his original drawings only last year were lost when members of 
the Hiester family sold some old books. 


By this time List had greatly increased his popularity in the northern states. 
He had helped carry the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for Andrew Jackson and 
now, being sure of his railroad venture, he declined the presidency of the newly 
formed Lafayette College.*? 


Girard, List and Hiester got together and talked about a young Virginia 
civil engineer who had been working for the Pennsylvania State Canal Commis- 
sion. This man was only 27 years old but already had surveyed a route across the 
Allegheny Mountains and now was consulting engineer on the Switch-Back. In 
fact, reports were current that he was building the first railway in Virginia.®? Since 
this man had been educated abroad, the Pennsylvania Canal Commission was pay- 
ing him the unusually large salary of $2,500 a year.°8 


Apparently his work was satisfactory, but some people thought him crack- 
brained because he predicted steam engines soon would appear and that money 


(23) Hiester: A prominent Reading physician, first president of the Little Schuylkill Navigation Railroad and 
Coal Company and later one of the first incorporators of The Philadelphia and Reading Railroad. 
Keim: Prominent citizen of Reading, Pennsylvania. An original incorporator of the Philadelphia and 
Reading Railroad. A son later became President of the railroad. 
Muhlenberg: Member of the distinguished Muhlenberg Family, Congressman from Berks County. 
Richards: Associate judge of Berks County, 1829-1846, original incorporator of The Philadelphia and 
Reading Railroad Company. 
McKnight: Cashier, Pennsylvania Bank, Reading, Pennsylvania. 
Parrish: Later an incorporator of the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad. 

(24) Seymour Dunbar, A History of Travel in America, Volume 8, 876, 

(25) The Register of Pennsylvania edited by Samuel Hazard, Philadelphia, June 28, 1828, Volume I, page 414. 

(26) ibid., Volume 2, August 16, 1828, page 80. 

(27) Revelle W. Brown, Some Aspects of Early Railroad Transportation in Pennsylvania, an address delivered 
before the Pennsylvania Historical Association, Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pennsylvania, October 
21, 1949. 

) List to Girard, June 80, 1829. Girard College Library, Girard Papers, Letter Number 602. 

) ibid., August and September 1829, letter numbers 814, 816, 820 and 892. 

) German-American Review, September, 1938, Volume eee ey 

) Bell, Friedrich List, Champion of Industrial Capitalism, 81. 

) The Chesterfield Railroad opened July, 1831. 

) Appointed April 1, 1828. 








spent on canals was being wasted. However, this young man, named Moncure 
Robinson, was looked over and landed the job to build the Little Schuylkill 
Railway for less than $3,000 a year, plus a brick house, the first to be built at 
Port Clinton.5 

The year 1829 was one of the most important in the history of steam-land 
transportation. In October, 1829, the famous Rainhill Trials were held in England 
when George Stephenson proved that his locomotive could successfully transport 
goods and passengers. 

In 1829 the “Stourbridge Lion” the first engine to turn a wheel in the Western 
Hemisphere, ran at Honesdale, Pennsylvania, but proved unsatisfactory.36 Robin- 
son still maintained faith in locomotives. 

Robinson began construction of the Little Schuylkill on June 1, 1880, and 
completed the 22-mile railway for the official opening on November 18th, 1831. 
The railway followed the course of the Little Schuylkill River, as it does today, 
and consisted of wooden rails strapped with iron along which coal wagons were 
drawn by mules or horses. 

List and Moncure Robinson became great friends. They discussed the com- 
ing of the locomotive and finally decided to place orders for two engines in Eng- 
land** similar to but more powerful than the “Stourbridge Lion,” which never 
transported a ton of coal. 

It was my good fortune some months ago to receive from Germany a manu- 
script prepared in List’s home town. It quotes the following from List: 

“In the midst of the wilderness of the blue mountains of Pennsylvania, I 
dreamed of a German railroad system. It was clear to me that only through such 
a thing could the trade or commercial unification come into full reality. In the 
midst of happiness these ideas made me unhappy.”38 

The ever-restless List told Robinson and Hiester he would return to Europe 
and endeavor to set-up agencies for the sale of Anthracite. He advanced the 
scheme to President Jackson, who thought it visionary, but as List insisted the 
President appointed him American Consul at Hamburg. Sure that his railroad 
would be opened and that steam locomotives soon would operate, List returned to 
Europe, first, to sell American Anthracite and, second, to sell the idea of railways 
to the various small German states.3° 

Another disappointment awaited him because the United States Senate re- 
fused to approve List as the Consul at Hamburg. Later on, however, he was con- 
firmed as Consul at Leipzig.#? Here I again quote from the translation of the 
German manuscript in our possession: 

“In his house in Leipzig, Friedrich List stood before the open window and 
looked out upon the street which led past his house. How many roads had he 
already travelled, on foot, on horse, and in coach. Zigzag, in all directions through 
Germany and Europe he had come; he had seen the Atlantic Ocean and America, 
but he did not like to look backwards. A view of the future stood before him; in- 
stead of old highways he saw railways passing through the land, over the moun- 
tains and in valleys, through dark tunnels, over mighty bridges; he saw the rail- 
road trains, which smoking and puffing roared through the lands. What possi- 
(34) R. W. Brown, Moncure Robinson, Genius of America’s Earliest Railways, The Newcomen Society of 

England, American Branch, New York, July, 1949, 21, 23. 

(85) Reading Company Archives, Reading Terminal, Philadelphia. 


(36) William H. Brown, History of the First Locomotives in America, New York, 1871, 83. 
(87) George M. Hart, The Comet and Catawissa, Railway and Locomotive Historical Society, Bulletin Number 
6, 32 


46, P 

(38) Ermest Klett Verlag, Friedrich List, Prophet of German Industry, Wurttenberg Ministry of Education, 
Division of Public Schools, (Translated from the German under auspices of Reading Company, Reading 
Terminal, Philadelphia, Pa., 1948.), 17. 

(39) Hirst, Life of Friedrich LAsts275. 

(40) Consul from 18384 to 1837 at Leipzig; Stuttgart, 1843-1845. While holding this office List published 
his famous “National System of Political Economy’’. 
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bilities were opening up! For Germany, the country of middle Europe, the rail- 
roads were especially important. The exchange of goods would become more 
rapid, the pangs of hunger were as good as impossible; a new blossoming time of 
commerce and industry would appear, human beings would come closer to each 
other and learn to understand opposite sides, and the German countries would 
involuntarily grow into unity. 

“Friedrich List took a map of Germany in his hand and drew a line from 
Leipzig to Berlin, another over Nuremberg to Munich, a third over Frankfort— 
Karlsruhe to Stuttgart and farther on. With a general glance he drew up the plan 
for a German railroad system. 

“In word and in writing he worked for the planning of the railroads. Princes 
and Kings received him as the first expert in the sphere of railroad methods and 
took his advice. 

“On the 7th of December, 1835, the road between Nuremberg and Furth was 
opened as the first German railroad. With the thunder of cannon the new era 
was greeted. * 

While List was launching the German railroads, his Little Schuylkill 
Railroad had opened a new era in American transportation. Two English loco- 
motives, the “Comet” and the “Catawissa”, arrived in Philadelphia during the 
winter of 1833. As the Schuylkill Canal was frozen, the engines were taken apart 
and hauled by ox-cart to Tamaqua. There they were assembled and placed in 
operation.*2 These engines were the first in the nation regularly to transport coal 
and their successful operation between Tamaqua and Port Clinton induced List’s 
and Robinson's friends to extend the railroad to Reading and from Reading to 
Philadelphia, now the mainline of our system.*° 

Back in Germany, poor Friedrich List’s schemes for selling Anthracite proved 
a failure. Throughout the petty German states, however, List’s railroad ideas 
bore fruit and a young officer by the name of Von Moltke saw in List’s ideas the 
possibility of the use of railroads to transport troops and supplies in time 
of war.** He became an ardent supporter of the railroads, and a young statesman 
by the name of Bismarck grasped List’s political ideas.4° These two men later were 
responsible for the founding of the German Empire. 

List may have been a great economist and promoter, but he never could 
manage his own affairs. During the panic of 1887, he endeavored to make a loan 
of $1,500 on his coal holdings in the Mahanoy Valley, but none of his friends in 
America would lend him that much money.*® Today this property is worth untold 
millions. In Germany List started railroad after railroad but knowing nothing of 
practical finance or construction, all his ventures failed while other persons reaped 
rich rewards.*7 

To obtain a better-paying job, he appealed to President Van Buren and in 
1843 was made Consul at Stuttgart. Perhaps he used the same business judgment 
there as he did in Harrisburg in endeavoring to support a family on a farm far 
too small. His railroad ventures continued to fail, resulting in a physical and 
mental breakdown. He sought recovery at a little hotel in the Tyrolian Alps, 
ae Kutstein, and on the 13th day of November, 1846, ended his life with a 
bullet.48 


Verlag, Friedrich List, Prophet of German Industry, 17-18. 

William W. Rhoads, When the Railroad Came to Reading, The Newcomen Society of England, American 
Branch, New York, August, 1948. 

Chartered April 4, 1833. 

Essays, Speeches and Memoirs of Field Marshal Count Helmuth Von Moltke, Harper & Brothers, New 
York, 1893, vol. I, 225-268; Vol. II, 28-30. 

Encyclopedia Britannica, Friedrich List. 

Bell, Friedrich List, Champion of Industrial Capitalism, 81. 

Verlag, Friedrich List, Prophet of German Industry, 19-20. 

ibid., 25-27. 
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While List’s life ended in tragedy his associates, both in the United States 
and in Europe, made immense fortunes. Moncure Robinson, whose real success 
began with the construction of the Little Schuylkill Railroad, built more of the 
early railroads than any other engineer and as early as 1847 retired after making 
the first large fortune in the railroad industry. 

Robinson was the man who built the Main Line of the Reading and brought 
the first railroad to Harrisburg. It seems to me that an occasion such as this is 
a befitting one to read two letters of great historical importance to this community. 
These letters have been reposing in dusty files for more than a century and only 
recently, through good fortune, came into the possession of Reading Company. 

The first letter was written by James Buchanan, who later became the fifteenth 
President of the United States, and was addressed to Moncure Robinson under 
date of August 22, 1834. It reads as follows: 

“The Directors of the Lancaster & Portsmouth Rail Road met at Mountjoy 
yesterday, and elected you their principal Engineer. Although I was obliged to 
decline acting as President on account of other engagements, yet I attended the 
election. There were many applicants for the situation; but your well known and 
well deserved reputation placed you above competition. 

“Your letter to Cameron*®? was not before the Board; and one or two 
of the members were under the impression that you did not propose 
to give your personal attendance during the location of the Road; but would en- 
trust it to your assistant Engineers. I told them they were certainly mistaken, if 
my recollection of its contents were correct; and that in our conversation upon the 
subject you always spoke as though you intended to be personally present. I hope 
I did not err in making these assertions. 

“I feel much interest in the Road and was therefore anxious that you should 
be chosen the Engineer. According to all accounts, and from my own observation, 
the country is very favorable for its location; and I doubt not that you can lay 
out such a road over it, as will promote your own reputation, and be in perfect 
contrast to that between Philadelphia and Columbia. 

“At my recommendation Col: George Mayer®® of this city has been elected the 
President. He is a persevering, wealthy and respectable man, with whom I 
think you are not acquainted. 

“I should be glad to learn when you expect to be here, as I shall then be at 
home, if possible. 

“from your friend very respectfully 


JAMES BUCHANAN” 


Until this letter was found, no positive proof existed that Robinson was the 
first Principal Engineer who surveyed the railway between Lancaster and Harris- 
burg, now such an important link in the Pennsylvania Railroad System. 

The second letter, also addressed to Moncure Robinson, is dated June 23, 
1846, two months after the Pennsylvania Railroad had been chartered, and is 
signed by nine prominent Philadelphia financiers, merchants, politicians and pro- 
fessional men who were primarily responsible for promoting the enterprise. It 
reads as follows: 

“The undersigned, being desirous of obtaining the necessary information to 
enable them to form a correct opinion of the expediency of the proposed Rail Road 
from Harrisburg to Pittsburg, as a means of connecting Philadelphia with the 


(49) 1799-1889. Simon Cameron, U. S. Senator, First Secretary of War under Lincoln, Minister to Russia and 
first Republican leader in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

(50) Ellis & Evans, History of Lancaster County, 210,285,366. George Mayer, (1781-1862) wealthy hard- 
ware merchant. Joined Pennsylvania Militia in War of 1812 as acting adjutant of a battalion which 
relieved Elkton, Maryland, April 13, 1818. Commissioned Lt. Colonel of the 69th Regiment of Penn- 
sylvania Militia, August 1, 1814. Invented Mayer butt-hinge. 
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Valley of the Mississippi and the Lakes; and aware of your long experience in the 
internal improvements both of our own and other states, respectfully address you, 
to ask your views of this scheme; as to its importance to our City and State, the 
practicability and probable cost of the road, and particularly your opinion of the 
proposed route by the Valley of the Juniata and the point designated as most 
suitable for crossing the Allegheny mountain, and the summit which divides the 
waters of the Susquehannah from those of the Alleghany river. This request is 
not intended to put you to any further trouble, than to state from your personal 
knowledge of the country, and the data in your possession, at as early a period as 
may be convenient your general impressions upon the subject.” 


This letter bears the signature of the following: John Welsh,®! Alexander 
Henry,” Jno. Rodman Paul,®* Joseph Hartshorne,°* Matthew L. Bevan, A. J. 
Lewis,°® Edmund Wilcox,®7 R. Patterson,58 and Sam’] Breck.®® 


Robinson advised the Juniata River route and that, ladies and gentlemen, is 
the reason you have the Rockville Bridge near Harrisburg, and the reason this 
City has become one of the most important railroad centers in the East. 


(51) Scharf & Westcott, History of Philadelphia, 1609-1884, Vol. I, 721-842-846; Vol. II, 1203. John 
Welsh (1805-1886). 


(52) Te I, eg C051 220 89-7 74-7 80-1.85-789-792-794-799-801-808-811-818 
815-821-825.. 
Alexander Henry (1823-1883). 


(53) IBID., I 681. Dr. John Rodman Paul (1802-1877). 
(54) IBID., II, 1150-1618. Dr. Joseph Hartshorne (1779-1850). 


(55) Thompson Wescott, Biographies of Philadelphia, Vol. I, Part II, 345. Matthew L. Bevan (1779-1849 ), 
Director, Bank of United States. 


(56) Scharf & Westcott, History of Philadelphia, Vol. I, 681. 
ComoltbiDy 1, 715 


(58) National Cyclopedia of American Biography, Vol. X, 250. General Robert Patterson (1792-1881), 
brother of William Chamberlain Patterson, second President of the Pennsylvania Railroad. 


(59) Scharf & Westcott, History of Philadelphia, Vol. I, 681-688. Samuel Breck (1771-1862). 
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